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ABSTRACT 



A disk cartridge is provided which includes a cartridge body (2) including a 
lower shell (6) having formed therein a first opening (24) for write and/read and an 
upper shell (7) butt^oined to the lower shell (6), a rotation wheel (4) housed rotatably 
in the cartridge body (2) and which houses a disk (3) and has formed therein a second 
opening (44) corresponding to the fist opening (24) and through which the housed 
disk (3) is exposed to outside, a pair of shutter plates (5a, 5b) provided between the 
lower shell (7) and rotation wheel (4) and which operates with the rotation of the 
rotation wheel (4) to uncover the first and second openings (24, 44) when the latter are 
coincide with each other, and a locking mechanism (71) including a locking portion 
(76) installed pivotably to the upper shell (6) and engaged in an engagement concavity 
(85) in the rotation wheel (4) to lock the rotation wheel (4) in a position where the pair 
of shutter plates (5a, 5b) covers the first opening (14), and an unlocking portion (77) 
which cancels the engagement of the locking portion (76) in the engagement 
concavity (85). 
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(57) A bstract: A disk cartridge storing an optical disk 

(3) comprises a cartridge main body (2) consisting of a 
lower shell (7) formed with a first opening (24) and an 
upper shell (6) abutted against the lower shell (7), a ro- 
tation wheel (4) rotatably stored n the cartridge main 
body and storing the optical disk and formed with a 
second opening (44) to cause the stored optical disk 
to fEice outside, a pair of shutter plates (5a, 5b) posi- 
tioned between the lower shell and the rotation wheel 

(4) so that when the first and second openings coincide 
with each other in operative association with the rota- 
tion of the rotation wheel, these openings are opened, 
and a locking mechanism (71) provided with a locking 
section (76) rotatably attached to the upper shell to en- 
gage the engagement recess (85) of the rotation wheel 
so as to lock the rotation wheel at a position where the 
pair of shutter plates block the first openi ng, and an un- 
locking piece (77) for canceling the state in which the 
locking section is engaged in the engagement recess. 
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